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Prague
[bookmark: _GoBack]Book World Prague will welcome historian Timothy Snyder who will hold a debate on memory, power and the defence of democracy
Timothy Snyder, one of the most prominent figures in contemporary historiography and political thought, is coming to Prague this year. He accepted the invitation of the International Book Fair and Literary Festival Book World Prague, Paseka and PROSTOR and will appear several times during the Saturday festival programme on 16 May. He will attend the launch of the new book by Milan Babík, Kulda čeká na tank, on Franz Kafka Stage at 4:00 p.m., followed by an autograph session at the Luxor booth from 5:00 p.m. In the evening, starting at 8:00 p.m., Snyder will speak at the Lucerna Cinema as part of a public debate on Europe, America and Ukraine, memory and the fragile balance between democracy and authoritarianism, and will explain how history shapes our political present and future. This edition of Book World Prague will take place from 14 to 17 May 2026 at the Prague Exhibition Grounds, Prague Holešovice.
“We are delighted that Timothy Snyder accepted our invitation this year when the main themes of Book World Prague are Europe, History and Literature as the Voice of Freedom. He is an ideal festival guest for this edition because all three themes naturally converge in his work. His ability to find parallels between historical experience and current events also makes him an exceptionally strong and understandable speaker. We believe that his visit will be one of the highlights of our programme and will appeal not only to readers who are already familiar with his books, but also to the wider public,” said Radovan Auer, Director of Book World Prague. 
At this Book World Prague, Snyder will first attend the launch of a new book by political scientist Milan Babík, Kulda čeká na tank, published by PROSTOR, on Franz Kafka Stage, Saturday, 16 May at 4:00 p.m. “Timothy Snyder is extremely precise in describing what happens to democracy, freedom and public space in times of uncertainty. What’s even more special is that he is coming to Prague, a city with its own strong experience of historical memory, totalitarian power and responsibility for freedom. We are also very pleased that he will help launch the fictional debut of his academic colleague, political scientist Milan Babík. His novel Kulda čeká na tank, published by our publishing house, connects memories of childhood in the shadow of Soviet barracks and tanks with the current experience of the war in Ukraine. This also gives Snyder’s visit another strong dimension – he connects essential public topics with a specific literary story that speaks so strongly to the present,” said Aleš Lederer, owner of PROSTOR. 
This will be followed by an autograph session at the Luxor booth from 5:00 p.m. The festival day will be concluded by an evening discussion entitled “Using History Against Power and Forgetting” at the Lucerna Cinema from 8:00 p.m. Snyder will focus on the role of historical memory in defending democratic societies at a time when truth is increasingly questioned. He will draw on the intellectual heritage of figures such as Václav Havel or Milan Kundera, who emphasized that memory is an inseparable part of freedom. Kundera’s quote, “The struggle of man against power is the struggle of memory against forgetting”, has become one of the inspirational bases of this edition. The debate will be followed by book signing and visitors will also be able to purchase Snyder’s books on the spot. Tickets are available at www.kinolucerna.cz.
“Timothy Snyder is one of those historians who can apply their deep expertise when thinking about what is happening in the world. He looks at it not only from a historical or political point of view, but also from an ethical point of view – a crucial perspective in the current geopolitical situation, characterised by a change in the planetary order. Thanks to Snyder’s visit in May, Prague can become, at least for a while, the inspirational focal point of the intellectual map of Europe,” said Jakub Sedláček, Editor-in-Chief of Paseka.
Snyder is the author of a number of internationally acclaimed books. His books Bloodlands and Black Earth are considered exceptional achievements in the historiography of the 20th century and at the same time world bestsellers. On Tyranny: Twenty Lessons from the Twentieth Century, a book which calls for civic engagement in a time of democratic crisis, has also received considerable attention. His latest publication, On Freedom, was published in Czech last year and offers a deep reflection on the concept of freedom in the contemporary world. Snyder’s visit to the Czech Republic is a special opportunity to meet the author whose work fundamentally shapes the current debate about history, politics or civic responsibility. 
The 31st Book World Prague will take place from 14 to 17 May 2026 at the Prague Exhibition Grounds, Prague Holešovice. Every year, the fair brings leading world and Czech authors to Prague and offers a rich programme of lectures, discussions and author readings. For more information visit www.svetknihy.cz.
Timothy Snyder (* 1969, USA)
Timothy Snyder is a prominent American historian, public intellectual and Yale professor. He specializes in the history of Central and Eastern Europe, the Holocaust and the mechanisms of authoritarianism. He regularly comments on events in Russia and Ukraine for the international media and is one of the most prominent voices in the current geopolitical debate. He is the author of international bestsellers, which are published in Czech by Paseka and PROSTOR. Snyder’s books Bloodlands and Black Earth are considered exceptional feats of 20th century historiography. His book On Tyranny: Twenty Lessons from the Twentieth Century has also received considerable attention. The Czech translation of his latest publication, On Freedom, by Martin Pokorný was published last year.
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