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17 May 2026, Prague
Book World Prague 2026 welcomed a record number of readers — we estimate 65,000 people. The next edition will showcase Romanian literature
The 31st International Book Fair and Literary Festival Book World Prague held at the Prague Exhibition Grounds from 14 to 17 May drew an estimated 65,000 visitors, a new record. This year, the festival featured a strong international lineup and a rich programme, including the European Square as a new space for literary and social debate. It was also a very good edition according to the publishers, who noted a high level of interest from readers and reported an increase in book sales. The highlight was when Algerian writer Boualem Sansal personally accepted his Jiří Theiner Award from last year. The Saturday lecture by American historian Timothy Snyder at the Lucerna Cinema, as well as programmes by Nobel Prize winner Abdulrazak Gurnah, Julie Caplin, and Robert Bryndza received a great response from the audience. The upcoming 32nd Book World Prague will take place from 13 to 16 May 2027 and will feature Romania as the Guest of Honour.
“We are happy to see that the festival is constantly expanding. The number of participating countries increased again year-on-year. Driven by a higher number of exhibitors, booths, and visitors, we once again surpassed last year’s figures,” said Radovan Auer, Director of Book World Prague. “We are also pleased with the development of the fair because it shows the growing importance of books and reading in our society.” This year’s edition also confirmed the growing importance of international dialogue and social topics within the festival. “The European Square worked brilliantly as a place for meetings and debates not only about European literature and culture, but also about contemporary society,” added Auer.
The European Square became the centre of debates about European literature, translations, and the position of Czech authors in the international arena. The programme also featured introductions of the authors chosen for the Czech Republic’s presentation as the Guest of Honour at the Frankfurt Book Fair 2026. Their motto, Czechia – the land on the coast, is inspired by Shakespeare’s Winter’s Tale and it refers to the image of the Czech Republic as an open space for literature, inspiration, and cultural exchange. The selection includes both debutants and well-known names, such as Alena Mornštajnová, Radka Denemarková, Jáchym Topol, and laureates of the Magnesia Litera Award Miroslav Hlaučo and Dora Kaprálová.
One of the strongest moments of the festival was the appearance of Algerian writer Boualem Sansal, who personally accepted his Jiří Theiner Award from last year. His participation was accompanied by debates on freedom of speech and the role of literature in times of political pressure.
“Timothy Snyder’s lecture offered a unique blend of humour, profound thought, and academic erudition,” said Guillaume Basset, Dramaturg of the festival. “The joint debate between Nobel laureate Abdulrazak Gurnah and Françoise Vergès then broadened the view of literature from European to global contexts and opened new perspectives on events in the contemporary world. Visitors were also delighted by the presence of the bestselling authors Helen Fields, Julie Caplin, and Robert Bryndza,” added Basset.
This edition is also highly rated by the publishers, who appreciate not only high attendance and interest in the accompanying programme, but also the increase in sales and the extraordinary popularity of domestic and foreign authors among readers. “This year’s fair was extremely successful, not only in the presentation of our publishing house and books, but also in the participation of domestic and foreign authors who were a huge hit with the audience. And it also went beyond expectations economically for PROSTOR,” said Aleš Lederer, the owner of PROSTOR.
“We at Grada consider this year’s fair a great success. The ideal weather brought many book-seekers to the fair. The debates held by our authors were mostly filled to capacity, and sales revenue exceeded last year’s. Thank you for the great organization, we look forward to next year,” said Antonín Kočí, Programme Director at Grada.
The organizers of the fair have also announced the Guest of Honour for 2027 — Romania. The next edition will present contemporary Romanian literature, its prominent authors, and the cultural scene. The 32nd International Book Fair and Literary Festival Book World Prague will take place from 13 to 16 May 2027 at the Prague Exhibition Grounds and will return to the newly reconstructed Industrial Palace.
Book World Prague 2026 in Figures
Festival:
Number of visitors: estimated 65,000
Number of participants: 805
Number of programmes: 560
Number of exhibitions: 8
Fair:
Number of exhibitors: 400 
Number of booths: 249 
Area: 3.371 m2 
Countries and regions: 43
Algeria – Argentina – Belgium – Bulgaria – Canada – Colombia – Croatia – Cuba – Czech Republic – Denmark – Dominican Republic – Finland – France – Germany – Greece – Hungary – Chile – Ireland – Israel – Italy – Lithuania – Luxembourg – Mexico – Netherlands – Norway – Peru – Poland – Portugal – Republic of Korea – Romania – Russia – Serbia – Slovakia – Slovenia – Spain – Sweden – Switzerland – Taiwan – Tanzania – Ukraine – United Kingdom – USA – Venezuela 
Organizer: Svět knihy, s.r.o., společnost Svazu českých knihkupců a nakladatelů 
Financial support: Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic, Prague City Hall, Prague 7 City District
Partners: Das Buch, Czech Centres, Czech Railways, Czech Literary Centre, EUNIC, Moravian Library, National Gallery, National Library, Scandinavian House, Representation of the European Commission in the Czech Republic, Auroton Computer, Loyd, Magnesia
Main media partner: Czech Television
Media partners: Czech Radio, Deník.cz, Respekt, Knižní novinky, A2, Deník N, Forum 24, Vltava Labe Media, Radio1
Contact for media:
Pavla Umlaufová, pavla.umlaufova@piaristi.cz, +420 723 901 326
Jana Chalupová, jana.chalupova@svetknihy.cz, +420 603 439 943
More information
Web: https://www.svetknihy.cz/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/svetknihypraha
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/svetknihy/


[image: ]
image1.png




image2.png
Svét knihy, s.r.o.
Fiignerovo ndm. 1808/3
120 00 Praha 2

Czech Republic
info@svetknihy.cz

svetknihy.cz

bookworld.cz




