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[bookmark: _GoBack]Inspired by Milan Kundera’s motto, the upcoming Book World Prague will combine the topics of Europe, History and Literature as the Voice of Freedom. The festival will welcome Paul Murray, Daniel Glattauer or Raja Shehadeh.
This year marks the 31st edition of the International Book Fair and Literary Festival Book World Prague which will take place from 14 to 17 May in the Křižík Pavilions and the Hall on Bruselská cesta at Prague Exhibition Grounds in Holešovice. It will feature both domestic and foreign publishers along with a rich international festival programme. The organizers have already announced the first interesting names from this year’s line-up of foreign guests. We can look forward to Irish novelist Paul Murray, Austrian author Daniel Glattauer or Palestinian writer Raja Shehadeh, just to name a few. This year’s dramaturgical concept inspired by Milan Kundera’s quote – “The struggle of man against power is the struggle of memory against forgetting” – will focus on three interconnected themes – Europe, History and Literature as the Voice of Freedom. Within this framework, the festival will welcome, among others, a delegation of Ukrainian female authors who will bring direct literary testimony about war, resistance and memory. The festival will also feature a new Sunday afternoon programme block, Book World Prague Plus, where literature will meet other forms of art. Tickets are already available.
Book World Prague has long been combining the fair presentation of publishers with an international festival programme, which reflects on current social issues through debates, book readings and discussions. The fair exhibition will present this year’s new releases and the majority of Czech publishers as well as a number of foreign exhibitors. “We are delighted that the interest in exhibiting at the fair continues to grow,” says Radovan Auer, Director of the event. “Unfortunately, we are already struggling with our exhibition space, which is rather limiting for us.”
The motto of this year’s programme is inspired by a quote by Milan Kundera: “The struggle of man against power is the struggle of memory against forgetting”. Three main thematic lines – Europe, History and Literature as the Voice of Freedom – will interconnect authors who approach these subjects from different perspectives, experience and cultural contexts.
Three thematic lines: Europe, History and Literature as the Voice of Freedom
The thematic area of Europe will feature for instance Irish novelist Paul Murray, whose work explores the transformation of contemporary Western societies and the impact of economic pressure, generational change and social fragmentation on the life of an individual. His books have been repeatedly shortlisted for the Booker Prize. Political scientist Jacques Rupnik will focus on the historical and geopolitical framework of the development of European democracies after 1989, while Croatian author Damir Karakas will talk about the experience of a region shaped by war and identity issues. An important role in this part of the programme will be played by the new festival space called European Square. “It is an auditorium of a sort that will hold debates of representatives of European culture and at the same time present European ideas, values, projects and institutions,” added Auer.
The History part will focus on how the past continuously affects current political and cultural life. Icelandic writer Sigrún Pálsdóttir works with archival sources and literary reconstruction of memory in her work, French political scientist and activist Françoise Vergès focuses on colonial history and its lasting consequences, including the link to feminism. By connecting political analysis and literary engagement, the festival will provide space for critical dialogue about the European past.
The third thematic part of the programme, Literature as the Voice of Freedom, will focus on literature as a medium for exercising freedom of expression and civic responsibility. It will feature for example Palestinian author Raja Shehadeh, winner of the Orwell Prize for his book Palestinian Walks, who reflects in his work on how writing can preserve memory and identity even in the face of political oppression, or Venezuelan novelist Rodrigo Blanco Calderón, whose prose focuses on exile and displacement. An important part of this block will be the Ukrainian delegation of female poets as a symbolic connection of the key themes of this edition. Marianna Kijanovska, Kateryna Kalytko, Oksana Stomina, Ella Yevtushenko, Daryna Hladun, Julia Musakovska, Natalko Marynčak or Kateryna Babkina will offer personal and literary testimonies of war, resilience and everyday life in a country torn by war.
Book World Prague Plus and other new features of this edition
The international character of the festival is complemented by traditional collaborations with foreign cultural institutions and projects. Das Buch, German-language literature platform, will be represented in the programme for example by Austrian authors Daniel Glattauer and Johanna Sebauer. The Czech translation of her novel Nincshof has been nominated for Magnesia Litera. Other guests include German illustrator Mikael Ross or Italian novelist Andrej Longo. Readers can also get to know the work of some of this year’s guests through the new book club of Book World Prague called “Přečteno” [Already Read] whose meetings have been held since the beginning of this year.
Another new item on this year’s programme will be Book World Prague Plus, a four-hour Sunday block, which will take place from 4 p.m. in the Gauč Na Výstavišti area. “This programme will be a vibrant extension of Book World Prague and it will provide a free space dedicated to living literature in all its forms,”​said Guillaume Basset, Dramaturg of the festival. “It will feature poetry readings, theatre performances, musical creations and hybrid literary meetings, all very informal with an emphasis on experimentation and direct contact with the audience,” added Basset.
Book World Prague 2026 will take place from 14 to 17 May 2026 at Prague Exhibition Grounds; tickets are already available on the festival website.
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